
Attend lessons regularly and teach your child to watch lessons in progress if he must wait his turn. The best way to do this is to watch the lesson yourself. This indicates to your child that something important is going on, and also gives him a role of good behavior. 

When you practice at home, use the same routines and sequences of events that you observe at the lesson. Use the same language and practice the same exercises that the teacher uses. The teacher is watching for signs that these exercises have become easy and natural for the child, so that he will be ready for the next steps in his learning. 

Often a child will be appear to be forgetful at his lesson, or do poorly in exercises which he did well at home. Do not become alarmed at this or interference by giving him hints and reminders while he is trying to pay attention to his teacher. The reason he is having difficulty is that he is working with a relatively unfamiliar person. By “helping” too much you will only postpone the day when the relationship between the teacher and the child is an easy and natural one. The child’s attention should be centered on his lesson; his work is with the teacher. You can best help him to focus his attention by not intruding on his work. 

If you have your child’s best interest at heart, let him make mistakes, because the lesson is a learning process.  He is learning through his errors. He is also learning that it is all right to take a chance and that a mistake is not the end of the world. 

If a child makes many mistakes in his lesson, do not scold him but resolve to practice more and better with him before the next lesson. Good practice is always a cure for bad lessons. 

Sometimes the teacher will invite the parent to participate.  At such times, a complete response is expected, so pay attention to the lesson. 

Bring a notebook to the lesson and write down the important points as the teacher presents them. Study the notes before practice times. If you do this, the child will make steady progress, and will soon be ready for the next step in his learning. 

About younger bothers and sisters at the lesson… they are always welcome to come, to listen and to learn, but this must never be at the expense of the child receiving instruction.    

When watching the lesson of other children, show interest in these students, but avoid making comparisons between your child and others. Such comparisons can be unfair to all concerned, especially since you know a great deal about your own child and very little about the backgrounds. 
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Practice regularly, everyday: seven days a week, no matter how many demands present themselves. 

Play the artist’s recording of the music learned. Do this casually, several times a day, without concern for whether the children are listening attentively. 

The age of your child will be major factor in your approach to practice. If your child is a preschooler, keep the elements of a game in high priority since learning takes place best when activity is fun. 

Let your child have some say about the schedule for the daily practice. Make a chart showing the times that you have both agreed to and post it as a reminder. 

Be enthusiastic yourself about the practice time!

Find an interesting practice routine that will cover the tasks to be done. List the assignment for the week and decide in what order they will be practiced. This can be done by using a prepared chart, by drawing lottery cards, or by some other system. 

Precious moments between parent and child for making music and working together should not have to be shared with a younger sibling. Make special arrangements if necessary. 

Know (ask your teacher) what is reasonable to expect. Children learn at different rates, but excessive demands (or leniency) as a regular diet will create tensions and disinterest. 

Actively involve your child in determining specifically what is to be learned and how to go about it. Do not tell him what the teacher said – ask him.

Learn how to work in very small steps: one note, two notes, or one measure. Connect one small step to another and rejoice in the progress. 

Motivate your child by making a chart, which shows his progress. Be creative!

Tape your practice session. The child hears himself. You hear yourself. You both are sure to get some objective feedback. 

Learning the notes, fingering and other technicalities is the beginning of study for a musical piece. Only through mastery will it contribute to the building of permanent skills.

Never begin to work on a new piece unless your teacher has suggested or approved it. 

Be generous with encouraging remarks, even though a good effort may not have produced successful results. Treat “praise” with caution, avoid verbalizing irritation, and reward your child with your love and appreciation. 

As you advance in the repertoire, spend more and more time reviewing and improving the pieces learned. 

Once or twice a week, give a home concert for the parent who does not usually supervise the practice sessions. Include bowing and applause. 

Sense when a practice session is over. It is more important to return to the instrument with joy and enthusiasm, tomorrow than to force a few extra minutes today.   
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